
Snapshot of Tumor 
Registry Coding 

Kathleen Gould-Mitchell RHIA, CTR 
Cancer Registry Supervisor

CoC and NAPBC Accreditation Coordinator 
Middlesex Hospital 



My Personal Brags 
• FILING in HIM department
• RHIT certificate- Inpatient Coder- ICD-9
• Managed Trauma Surgeons HIM department
• Hospital DRG delinquent monies report 
• Trauma , Congenital and Alzheimer's, Cancer Registry
• Bachelors – RHIA 
• Consulting 

• Middlesex Health

• Online Instructor for Cancer Registry Management college courses. 



Professions Brags 

• 1926-1st Tumor Registry was at Yale New Haven 
• 1935-1st Central Tumor Registry was CT. 

Gender 2012 2017

Male 28 (4%) 67(4%)

Female 619 (96%) 1422(96%)

www.ncra-usa.org



Historically- Under Recognized Profession
Usually housed in the basement! 

• Grouped under occupation code “ Medical Records and Health 
Information Technicians” 

• Not an accurate description of  responsibilities 
• Best described work of Medical Coders 
• Facilities classified positions inaccurately 

• Lower base pay 



BRAG..                 Our Governing 
Association 

• Advocated for new Standard Occupational Classification (SOC) for
Medical Registrars

• 2017 SOC established detailed occupational code 
• “Health Information Technologists and Medical Registrars”

• Reflects the increase use of data to 
• Improve medical treatment and care of cancer patients 
• Recognize the critical role cancers registrars play in the collection of the data

• Ensures statistics will be more accurate, 
meets workforce needs,  correct salary information



Cancer registries collect data about cancer patients.



Manuals & Acronyms 

• Standards for Oncology Registry Entry (STORE)
• International Classification of Diseases for Oncology (ICD-03)
• Multiple Primary / Histology Rules (MPH)
• Extend of Disease (EOD)
• Seer Summary 2018 (SS2018)
• Site Specific Data Factors (SSDF) 
• AJCC 8th Edition Staging Manual (Your joking, right?) 



ICD-03 

Rules on:

• Topography= C codes C50.9
• Morphology = M codes 

M8140/33



ICD-10 Relevancy 

• ICD -10 disease codes  - ICD-03 Codes 
• Secondary codes 
• ICD-9-CM Diagnosis Code 174.9 : Malignant neoplasm of breast 

(female), unspecified
• ICD-10-CM Code C50.919. Malignant neoplasm of unspecified site of 

unspecified female breast.
• ICD-03 CM codes M8000/3, C50.9 , 9, 2



Case Finding –
Electronically input

Based on discharge diagnosis 
ICD-10 codes -
Flagged with a cancer diagnosis



ICD- 03 – Topography Codes 



Coding 

C50.411
• C50.411 Malignant neoplasm of 

upper-outer quadrant of right 
female breast

M8000/3,  C50.4 , 1, 2
• All separate Fields 

• Neoplasm, Malignant
• Breast , UOQ  (C50.4)
• Right breast (1)
• Female (2) 

Treatment codes not similar : 
• ICD-10 : 19301 = Mastectomy , partial
• Stores code: 22= Mastectomy , partial  

https://www.icd10data.com/ICD10CM/Codes/C00-D49/C50-C50/C50-/C50.411


Patient Symptoms

Diagnostic Testing 

Surgery

Radiation

Chemotherapy

Hormones 

Patients may undergo any combination 
of these treatments, or choose not to.  

They do have the right to refuse! 







ICD-03 – Topography, Laterality, Histology, Grade, 
Lymph Nodes



AJCC Staging – Tumor, Nodes, Metastasis(TNM)







Immunotherapy, Transplants, Endocrine,  Palliative Care, Protocols





• Hospital Administration 
• Equipment
• Recruitment 
• Trends 

• State Cancer Registry
• Surveillance , Epidemiology and End Results Program

• Incidence reporting
• Mortality 
• Research 

• American College of Surgeons (ACoS) National Cancer Data Base (NCDB)
• National - >1500 Facilities 
• Survival Rates 
• Analyzed for Trends 
• QI measures , benchmarks 



Strengths of a Cancer Registrar 

•Learner
• Input
•Empathy
•Consistency
• Intellection 





Questions? 

kathleen.gould-mitchell@midhosp.org
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